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"Se robaron el mundo, las formas, el color,
Sebraron la moneda
Rebanaron la tierra, Patieron el mar.
Hirieron el mar. Hirieron los montes,
•

metjer

Dear campus community,
Welcome to Que Ondee Sola 's (QOS ) August 2000 edition . We have been
working hard trying to develop a more consistent and effective publication
throughout this summer. Even though summer is almost gone, we are excited
at entering another semester of publishing and student-led dialogue. Adding
to our excitement is our budget increase, which came about after several
negotiations. The budget increase will mostly go to adding extra pages to
QOS. This greatly expands our ability to publish more in depth articles on a
greater variety of topics.
Given this budget increase, as well as, the understanding among the staff to
take the publication to the next level, we are sure that this semester will feature
some of the best Que Ondee Sola 's in recent history. We feel that to make
our mission of raising consciousness and engaging the campus community in
culturally, historically, and pol itically based discussions a reality, we must be
able to address our readers more openly and creatively. We hope to get more
feedback, critidsms, and suggestions from our readers as well .
Following are some of the new monthly sections to be found in QOS this fall.
•A monthly column written by a different NEIU professor. We hope this
can begin a dialogue between the students and the faculty. This section
will begin next month in our Special September issue .
•A monthly Puerto Rican/Latino recipe section. This section begins this
month and see page 14 for the first of many delicious recipes.
•A monthly installment of a tremendous article about neoliberalism and
globalization. It will discuss these two concepts in relationship to the
future of humanity and its affects to Indigenous and Third World peoples.
A Must READ! This section begins this issue on page 10.

Contact 011r ( )11dff So/11
(773 ) 583-4050 ext . 3805 or

qucondccsola(nll,otma1l.com
•A monthly interview column featuring various active individuals. This
section begins this month with an interview with R. Kekuni Blaisdell about
the Hawaiian island of Kaho'olawe and its parallels to Vieques starting
on page 8.
We would also like open up a "letters to the editor" section, where you could
share your views about NEIU, or anything within these pages. We want to
know what you think, but this section is only possible with your input and
submissions.
Another great addition to Que Ondee Sola will be its very own web site. The site
will be operational by the beginning of the Fall semester.
The Union for Puerto Rican Students and Que Ondee Sola will continue to be a
base of free thought, student action and responsibility. I encourage you to read
QOS, pass it on to friends and discuss it. Within the pages of every issue there
is valuable information that deals with our present real ity, and our need to act.
With that said, enjoy this issue and we hope to see you next month!
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Que Ondee Sola is published at Northeastern Illino is University. The opinions expressed in Que Ondee Sola do not
necessarily reflect those of the Administration . Responsibility for its con tents lie solely within the staff. We
appreciate all suggestions.

Editor -in- Chief:
Michael Rodrfguez-Muiiiz
Staff:
Angel Fuentes
Ruben Gerena
Enrique Salgado, Jr.
Blanca I. Rodrfguez
Effie Kalkounos
Photography: Gene Liebler

UPDATE: Vieques
& continued Civil Disobedience
By Enrique Salgado, Jr.

"Esta sabre el tapete la suprema definici6n:
Yanquis o Puertorriquefios"
Don Pedro Albizu Campos
Since the historic date of May 4, 2000, when US Marshals arrested over 200 protesters committing acts of peaceful civil
disobedience within the Navy's bombing range on Vieques, there has been a continuation of struggle against the U.S .
military.
All of Puerto Rico has rallied behind la is/a nena in its struggle for peace. Shortly after the arrests, the Navy began to once
again bomb the island with concrete filled dummy bombs. Since then, hundreds of protesters have been detained for
trespassing into the restricted area; some have even been arrested and charged with trespassing on federal property.

June 1-- 25 protesters and six journalists were arrested. They entered the restricted area by boat. All
were charged with trespassing on federal property.
June 7-- Three university students chained themselves to the statue of the Merrill Lynch bull on Wall
Street in New York City in protest of the Navy's continued bombing on the island of Vieques.
June 10-- 14 people were arrested for trespassing into the restricted bombing range. The group was
taken to the Navy Base Roosevelt Roads in Ceiba, Puerto Rico . All were detained but were released
without being charged. However, they have been ordered to appear before a federal judge at an
undetermined date.
Among those arrested were Vieques activist Roberto Rabin and former Director of US territorys
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local Administration of Courts, Euladio Torres. The activity
was meant to make the normal functioning of the military's
activities inside Camp Garcia impossible, said Mr. Rabin.

June 11-- New York's Puerto Rican Parade, the largest ethnic
parade in the United States, was dedicated to "Paz para Vieques"
and Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos, president of the Nationalist
Party during the 1930s.
June 14-- In Chicago, the Puerto Rican Peoples Day Parade
on Division St. was dedicated to the children of Vieques. Ten
children from the island of Vieques marched in the parade and
_ __,,,____.., exhibited their artwork demanding peace.
June 18-- Navy securi ty arrested over 56 protesters after they "invaded" the Navy's bombing range.
Among them were 20 doctors that stated they were concerned for the health and future of the people
of Vieques. The demonstrators were released but had to appear to federal court.
r - - - - , . . - - , - - - - - - - - ---,,- - - - - - - - - .

June 24-- Six protesters were arrested by the Navy for trespassing in the restricted area; all were released and fined a $1,000 for
trespassing.
June 26-- Bill Clinton, President of the United States, sends a
letter to the leaders of Puerto Rico's major political parties to convene a meeting in the White House to discuss the political status
of Puerto Rico . Vieques was also on the agenda.

June 27-- Hundreds of fishing boats surrounded the naval ship
'------' USS George Washington. Two vessels were damaged and two
petty officers were hurt, no arrests were made.
Also, 162 protesters enter the bombing range to further prevent the military practices. 106 of the
protesters belong to the Puerto Rican Independence Party (PIP). Many are still being held to this
day.

June 28 -- President Cl inton meets with the leaders of the major political parties of Puerto Rico and
discusses primarily the issue of the status of Puerto Rico. During the day, there were protests all over
the United States and Puerto Rico in support of Vieques. All Puerto Rican officials make clear that
"Vieques no se vende" (Vieques is not for Sale!). As of June 28 , at least 384 have been arrested fo r
defending peace on Vieques.
June 30-- Vice President of the Puerto Rican Independence
Party Fernando Martin and candidate for the Mayor of San
Juan , along with Vance Thomas were arrested for not paying
their $1000 fines for trespassing into the restricted bombing area earlier in the month. Both were given a six-month
probation during which time neither can go to Vieques.
July 4-- 15 university students enter into the restricted
area. All are charged and fined $1,000. Only two paid. One
- protester stated, "Este dia en que el pueblo de los Estado
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Unidos celebra su nacionalidad northteamericana, que defiende en letras la democracia, debe quedar
clara la injustica que se comete en Vieques."
Federal Marshal Herman Wirshing asks for the resignation of Puerto Rico's superintendent of police,
Pedro Toledo Davila, stating that the superintendent had obstructed justice by denying assistance in
the arrest of Vieques protesters.

July

9-- Hundreds of Federal employees march in Puerto Rico in support of Vieques. The Navy once
again reaffirmed that live ammunition needs to be used in order to be ready for combat.

July 12--The United Nations (UN) Decolonization Committee in consensus makes a resolution
declaring Puerto Rico's right to self-determination . It also states that the U.S. military should leave
Vieques immediately.

July 22-- The Boricua Human Rights Network meets in
Washington D .C. to discuss the September 22 nd Mobilization
for peace in Vieques. Over 10 cities were represented.

The number of arrests that have been made show that the issue of Vieques for
Puerto Rico is one worth sacrificing one's personal liberty for the liberty of many.
There have been other activties where the Puerto Rican people have shown their
support for the island of Vieques. These listed were just to name a few. The issue
of Vieques will not rest until la isla nena is fully returned to Puerto Rico and the
rights of the people of Vieques are respected.
Please join us in support of this issue on the basis of human rights and dignity. To receive more
information on Vieques call QOS at ext. 3 805 or e-mail us. We are asking for your support of our
activities around this issue. We also invite and encourage you to march with QOS and UPRS in
Washington D. Con September 22 for peace in Vieques, it's long overdue

Photos taken from www.palfrente.tripod.com www.oalfrente.tripod.com
and EI Vocero.

Congratulations!
Que Ondee Sola and the Union for Puerto Rican Students would
like to congratulate Marvin Garcia for receiving the prestigious
"2000-2001 Community Service Fellowship" from Chicago Community Trust.

Above: Marvin Carda with his
daughter, Lolita.
,

Marvin Carda is currently the director of the Pedro Albizu Campos
Alternative High School. He is also an alumni o~ Northeastern, and
a former editor of Que Ondee Sola and member of UPRS . He has been
involved in the Puerto Rican community for over twenty years. This
grant could not have gone to a more deserving person.
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ince I was a child at the age of eight, my mother taught me to cook traditional Puerto Rican food . Now that I am
an adult, I still have the tradition in me and would like to share some of my recipes with you. This recipe section
will be a regular monthly section of Que Ondee Sola. If you have a craving for something just let me know. You
can email me any comments or questions at Chachis Kitchen@yahoo .com or queondeesola@hotmail.com.
This is a simple recipe for now.. .but enjoy!

3 Platanos (amarillos) maduros

Manteca 6 aceite vegetal (para freir)
taza de queso Cheddar, rallado en tiritas
2 huevos
cucharadita de sal
1 cucharada de harina de trigo
1 cucharada de agua

PIONONOS

1- Monde los platanos y corte cada uno en 4 tajadas, a lo largo. En un sarten

grande, caliente la grasa y dore las tajadas.
Forme con cada tajada un rollo en forma de cono y pfnchelo abajo con un palillo.
Rellene cada uno con el queso rallado.
2- Mezcle los huevos con la sal. Oisuelva Ia harina en el agua y combine con los

huevos para formar una levadura. Cubra con levadure la parte de! relleno del pionono.
3- Frfa en sarten con grasa caliente hasta dorar Ia levadura. Saque y coloque sobre

papel absorbente. (El queso Cheddar puede sustituirse con queso parmesano
rallado o con Relleno de Carne.)

lmpor-tant Places and Number-s
to KNOW at Nor-theaster-n
For new students (and even old ones), Northeastern can be a difficult place to find your way around. Having gone
throught it ourselves, we have included the following locations and numbers of various departments and programs.
We hope that these can be of help during your time at NEIU. Good luck and have a great Fall Semester!

Academic Advising
A-109
Ext.3003

Financial Aid
D-200
Ext. 3535

Proyecto Pa'lante
B-109
Ext. 3153

Admissions and Records
D-121
Ext. 3613

Center for Inner City Studies
700 E. Oakwood
(773) 268-7500

Public Safety
PS
Emergency- 203
Non- Emergency- 200

El Centro/
Educational Resource Center
3119 N. Pulaski
(773) 777-9955

Project Success

B-lllG

Student Employment
D-024
Ext. 3531

Ext. 2872
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para informaci6n sobre kioskos,
llame a Ricky Salgado al 773/278.6737

All Out to
Washinqton D.C

SEPTEMBER 22"0, 2000
,

Day in Solidarity with the
People of Vieques, Puerto Rico
For information contact Que Ondee Sola at ext. 3805 or e-mail us at
queondeesola@hotmail.com
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Richard Kekuni Blaisdell has been dedicated to combating the tragic health situation of his Kanaka Maoli (Indigenous Hawaiian) people for years by
resurrecting their traditional culture, their self-empowerment, and regaining their homeland. Dr. Kekuni Blaisdell, a graduate of the University of Chicago,
has accomplished many firsts during his life. He was the first chair of the department of medicine at the new University of Hawaii School of Medicine. In
1983 , he authored the first modern report on the declining health of Kanaka Maoli. He also participated in the drafting of the first U.S. Congress Native
Hawaiian Health Improvement Act in 1988.

oppose the State of Hawai'i Office ~ ses to a peak of 1,477 feet. Its south
of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) becom- and east coast have steep cliffs. Its
llf'rf
ing our colonial puppet government north and west slopes end in b aches
I am Kekuni Blaisdell, a Kanaka Maoli with control of our lands. In 1992, and bays. The island is also named
t
(Indigenous
Hawaiian)
in
our members of the 2 earlier organizations Kanaloa for one of
homeland of Ka Pae'aina (Hawai- _____..._created the Kanaka Maoli Tribu- our 4 supreme deiian Archipelago) o Ka
nal Komike to conduct the 1993 ties. Kanaloa is also
Moananui (Pacific Ocean) .
Ka Ho'okolokolonui Kanaka our ocean god. In
1953
Kanakau.,IDl!i?Jlt ....., human
Maoli Tribunal. The US was earlier times, this
HAWAIIAI
being. Maoli means true,
brought to
trial! and found sacred island was
•
real, coming from and being
guilty on 9 charges of its crimes also notable for its
part of our land base, which
against our Kanaka Mao Ii people astronomical and 1
is Oceania and all of our sacred
and nation. This Komike is com- ocean-voyaging
cosmos. Since time immemorial, we mitted to implementing the Tribunal's training. To the
world,
Kanaka Maoli have been, and continue recommendations. In the white man's western
has
to be, a distinct and separate people, society, I am a physician and have Kaho'olawe
with our own cosmology, history, Ian- been a University of Hawai'i profes- more documented
guage, culture, laws, territory, inher- sor of medicine since 1966. I am a historic and sacred
ent sovereignty, m1!dgtgrirM!tBb~ and makua (father) of a son and daughter sites than any other
independence. We avoid identifying and have four mo'opuna (grandchil- of our islands.
ourselves as Hawaiian, native Hawai- dren).
On December 8,
ian, Native Hawaiian or Native Ameri1941, after the
can because these are foreign and colomilitary
nial terms with racist definitions that QOS: We understand that the Hawai- Japan
bombing
of
Pu'uloa
intentionally subordinate and demean ian Island of Kaohalawe was used for
some time by the U.S. military. Can (Pearl Harbor) on
us.
the island of O'ahu
you tell us about Kaho'olawe?
Th• Hawall•n C-1
and the US
In 1984, I joined Na 'Oiwi, a small orga;., , ,.. ., . . "' ... . .
entry
into
Yes. Kaho'olawe is the 8th largest
nization committed to Kanaka Maoli
World War II,
kii'oko'a (independence) In January island in Ka Pae'aina, 6 miles southwest
of
the
island
of'..
_
_
_
_
the US mili1989, we Kanaka Maoli with non-Kantary began 49
aka Maoli supporters founded the Pro- Maui. It mea/
years of relentless
Kanaka Maoli Independence Working sures 11 miles
"practice" bombing of Kaho'olawe. In
Group. In October of that year, Ka by 7 miles, 45
1970, 15 years after the US was to
Pakaukua, a coalition of pro-indepen- square miles or
return the island for civilian use at
dence organizations was formed to 28,600 acres, and
QOS: Can you give us some background information on yoursem

KlHO'
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Oue Ondee Sola is honored to begin our monthly interview section with Dr. Kekuni Blaisdell. The following interview is about the Hawaiian Island of
Kaho 'olawe, which was used for years as an U.S. military test site. Kaho'olawe parallels Vieques because both struggle with the issue of militarism. The
struggle for peace in Vieques can learn much from the struggle of Kaho 'olawe, and in the same respects we as students can as well. So join us in learning
about Kaho'olawe, the Hawaiian Vieques .

the close of World War II, Kanaka
Maoli activists began to protest this
continuing irrational and sacriligeous
destruction. Hawai'i US Senator Hiram
Fong asked the US
Navy to stop the
bombing here in
c~:!)'-nction
with
• 1976
the cessation of
• ISLANDS
bombing on C~
ebra in Puerto
Rico.

OLIWI

In 1971, young
Kanaka
Mao Ii
protestors
founded Protect
Kaho'olawe
'Ohana (Family)
(PKO), to stop the
bombing, heal and
return the island
to our Kanaka
Maoli nation. In
spite of expanding
public and world
support to stop
W,t-.rRirt•
Ulan .· llatlva Cl■ lm■
Eu,11Mff H
the bombing and
Sth,~Of'M
6 transient activ.,·,'l
,. ~ l.l rtd
,...,.,,,.. ., ,\ . ,.,.;.......,
ist occupations of
the island, the
bombing continued. When in
1977, two PKO leaders George Helm
and Kimo Mitchell were lost at sea en
route from Maui to Kaho'olawe, and
E,nm♦U

k ♦dt

1 1;:;, ,1 , '. • ... .. ., •• • • ,

A.lu ll

Vdl, tlla

Kimo Atvlf
Gttwe• H.,m

the bombing failed to cease, the PKO
began lawsuits against the US military.
A 1977 US federal court ordered the
US Navy to conduct an environmental
survey of historic and religious sites,
but the bombing continued. A 1980
US federal court Consent Decree
and Order allowed limited

Kaho'olawe Island Conveyance Commission (KICC) to plan return of the
island to the State of Hawai'i (but
not to the Kanaka Maoli nation). In
199 3, US Congress called
for an end to US military
use of Kaho'olawe and authorized $400 million for a
Kaho'olawe Island Reserve
for religious, educaCommission (KIRC) to
tional and scientific
clear the island of ordnance. In a Memorandum of Underactivities~ andated
US military protecstanding (MOU), the US Navy
tion of historical
---~- agreed
to work closely
and cultural sites,
with the State of
Hawai'i
in
the
clearing of surface ordnance, soil conservation
~ erean-up. The Navy signed a deed conand revegetation . But the
rn ,';SYJn&, l~!l4.f}fke to the State. In 1994,
bombing continued.
the State of Hawai'i legislature established a Kaho'olawe Island Reserve
In 1981 , the entire island was placed Commission (KIRC) to work with the
on the US National Register of His- Navy in clean-up of the island in 10
toric Places. The bombing continued. years. The island is to be used only for
In 1982, PKO revived the traditional customary and traditional cultural, spirannual Makahiki ceremony for our god itual and subsistence purposes; presLono on Kaho'olawe. The bombing ervation and protection of archaeocontinued. Finally in 1990, Hawai'i logical, historical and environmental
Republican candidate for governor resources; rehabilitation, revegetation,
Patricia Saiki convinced US President habitat restoration and preservation;
George Bush to order the US military and education. Commercial uses are
to "discontinue use of Kaho'olawe as a prohibited.
· weapons range ."
The 7-member KIRC consists of repLater in 1990, Hawai'i US Senators resentatives from PKO, 2 appointed
Daniel Inouye and Daniel Akaka spon- by the governor from a list provided
sored Congressional PL 101-511 for a
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Part One

nLoose Pieces of

lobal Jigsaw Puzz e

Neoliberalism as a puzzle:
e useless global unity that fragments and destroys nations

by Su
War is a matter of vital
the path which leads to su

e; it is the province of life and death,
sable to study it at length.

- The Art of War, Sun Tzu

On January 1994,from the Mexican mountains of Chia pas, the Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN) emerged. This event
had a profound impact on the national Mexican scene, as well as, the international situa tion . It was the struggle of the Zapatistas that
altered the Mexican political situation unlike
no other event since the Mexican revolution .
lust last month, PR!, a party that ruled single
handedly for 70 years was defeated by an
opposition party. This profound alteration in
Mexico was the result of the Zapatista uprising in '94, which created the conditions, that
ultimately lead to all the reforms within and
without the PR!. It permitted this historical/
political opening in Mexico .
On the international level, it was the Zapatistas who took on neoliberalism and globalization and placed it on the agenda of progressives and resistance movements across the
world. By challenging NAFTA head on, they
clearly challenged the politics of neoliberalism and globalization . Thus it was clearly the
EZLN who set into motion this great struggle
that reached its high point in the Sea ttle expose
of the WTO last year.
Que Ondee Sola is honored to reproduce

this piece in monthly segments, in order to provide a foundation for a clear analysis of the
politics of neoliberalism and globalization .

Modern globalization - neoliberalism
as a global system - should be understood as a new war of territorial conquest. The end of the Third World
War, or Cold War, does not mean that
the world has overcome polarities and
is now stable under the hegemony of
some victor. Certainly, at the end of this
war there was a dear loser (the socialist
camp ), but it would be difficult to name
a victor. Western Europe? The United
States? Japan ? All of them? The fact is
that the defeat of the Evil Empire (dixerunt Reagan and Thatcher) marked
the opening of new markets with no
new owner. This necessitated a struggle for their ownership and conquest.
Not only that, but the end of the Cold
War brought in a new framework of
international relations in which the
struggle for those markets and territories produced a new world war, the
Fourth. As with all wars, this necessitated a redefinition of nation states.
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Beyond this redefinition, the world
order returned to tie old epochs of
the conquests of America, Africa and
Oceania. This is a strange modernity
- moving forward by going backward.
The twilight of the 20th century is
closer to previous brutal centuries than
to the placid, rational future of a science fiction novel. In the post-Cold
War world, vast territories, wealth, and
above all , a skilled labor force, await a
new owner.

If the Third world War was one of capitalism and socialism (led by the US
and USSR) at varying levels of intensity and on shifting scenes, the Fourth
World War is waged among the great
centers of finance at a high and constant level of intensity.
One of the first casualties of this
new war was the national market.
Like a flying bullet inside an armored
room, the war begun by neoliberalism
bounced from one side to the other,
wounding the one who fired it. One of
the fundamental bases of power in the
modem capitalist state, the national
market, was liquidated by the shot

fired by the new era of the financial
global economy. International capital
took some of its victims by dismantling national capitalism, wearing it
out, politically disabling it. This blow
has been so brutal and definitive that
nation states do not have the necessary strength to oppose international
markets' actions which transgress citizens' and governments interests.
With the neoliberal explosion, the
careful, orderly facade that the Cold
War bequeathed - the "new world
order" - quickly shattered into pieces.
World capitalism mercilessly sacrificed
the very thing that had given it life:
national capitalism . Companies and
states fell apart in minutes, not under
the torment of proletarian revolutions,
but in the becalmed eye of financial
hurricanes. The neoliberal child ate
the national capital father, incidentally
destroying all of the discursive fallacies of capitalist ideology: in the new
world order, there is no democracy,
liberty, equality, or fraternity .
Thus, in the global scenario produced
by the end of the Cold War, a new battleground emerges where, as in all battlegrounds, chaos reigns. Here, entire
nations are converted into departments
of the neoliberal megacompany. To
open new markets and renovate the
existing ones, neoliberalism imposes
upon nation states and regions
destruction/population with one hand,
and reconstruction/reorganization on
with the other.

If the nuclear bombs of World War III
played the role of coercion and intimidation, the financial hyperbombs of
the Fourth global conflagration play
the same role . These weapons attack
territories (nation states), destroying
the material bases of national sovereignty (all the ethical, judicial, political, cultural anc! historic obstacles
against economic globalization) and
producing a qualitative depopulation
of their territories. This depopulation
consists of detaching all those who

"Nations are department stores
with CEOs dressed as governments, and the new regional
economic and political alliances come closer to being
modem commercial malls than
political federations."
are obstacles to development of these
areas. At the same time, financial centers direct a reconstruction of nation
states, reorganizing them according to
the new logic of the global market.
For example, financial markets demand
rural "development" to increase agricultural productivity, but what this does
is destroy traditional economic and
social relations. The result: a massive
exodus from the countryside to the
cities. Yes, just as in a war. Meanwhile,
in the urban zones, the labor market
becomes saturated and the unequal
distribution of salaries is the "justice"
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awaiting those who have come there
seeking better living conditions.
Examples illustrating this strategy fill
the indigenous world. Ian Chambers,
Director of the Office for Central
America of the United Nations' International Labor Organization, declared
that the estimated 300 million indigenous peoples of the world live in
zones holding 60% of the planet's natural resources. Therefore, the "multiple
conflicts due to the use and final destination of their lands as determined by
the interest of governments and companies is not surprising. The exploitation of natural resources (oil and
minerals) and tourism are the principal industries which threaten indigenous territories in America ." 1 Behind
the investment projects come pollution, prostitution and drugs -the
reconstruction/reorganization of the
given
zone's
destruction/
depopulation.
This is the "new world order," the unification of the entire world in one
comprehensive market. Nations are
department stores with CEOs dressed
as governments, and the new regional
economic and political alliances come
closer to being modem commercial
malls than political federations . The
"unification" produced by neoliberalism is economic; it is the unification of
markets to facilitate the circulation of
money and merchandise. In the gigan-

Seven loose ... continued on page
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by PKO, State Office of Hawaiian
Affairs (OHA), a Maui County official appointed by the governor, the
chair of the State Board of Land and
Natural Resources, who is appointed
by the governor; a member of Native
Hawaiian organizations appointed by
the governor.
QOS: In what condition is the island
today?
Because of extensive destruction by
bombing, residual ordnance, loss of
vegetation and erosion, the island is
not habitable except for a small exmilitary base camp.
QOS: Do you see a parallel between
Kaho'olawe and Vieques?
Yes, just as all of Ka Pae'aina parallels
all of Puerto Rico as US colonies. Both
were taken, as well as other island territories, as overseas colonies, by the
US in 1898, at the close
of the Spanish-American
~
War, for imperialistic military and economic exploitation. The peoples of both colonies continue to be denied the
exercise of their inherent sovereignty and self-determination .
They continue to be victims of coercive assimilation in their respective
homelands. The result is persistent
political , economic, social and cultural
impoverishment, and their mounting
resistance to this colonial oppression .

We need to support and learn from
the other. Kanaka Maoli Terri-Lee
Keko'olani Raymond of Nuclear Free
and Independent Pacifi (NFIP) and
non-Kanaka Maoli Kyle Kajihiro of
American Friends Service Committee
in Honolulu joined 50,000 Vieques

protestors in Puerto Rico earlier this
year. We hope to send Kanaka Maoli
Atwood Makanani, an ardent PKO
activist, canoe-voyager to Rapa Nui
(Easter Island), planter, fisherman and
craftsman, to Vieques in August 2000.
QOS: The Hawaiian and Puerto
Rican people have dealt with militarism. According to you, what is the
effect of militarism on a people and
why is it important to end it?
The Kanaka Maoli and Puerto Rican
people suffer from US militarism in
twomain ways: (a) directly against
them and (b) indirectly by the US
exploiting these island peoples and
their natural resources as military bases
against other peoples. The result on
the island peoples is
as described
above. The effect
other
by US military
global intimidation and
selective destruction , such as in the 2
world wars and subsequent Cold War military clashes, such
as in Korea,
Viet Nam and
Iraq. Because of these grave harmful effects, US militarism must end.

Editor's Note, Que Ondee Sola would like to
thank Dr. Kekuni Blaisdell for his time and
insight into this issue.

• Nex.t month!s
1ntev1ew section
will featur-e:
former Puerto Rican Political
Prisoner, Alejandrina Torres.
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Seven loose... continued on page 11

·tic global
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hypermarket,
merchandise
circulates freely, not people.
This is not only about the destruction
of the material bases of nation states,
but is also about historic and cultural
destruction. The dignity of the indigenous history of the countries of the
American continent, the brilliance of
European civilization, the historic
wisdom of Asian nations, and the powerful and rich antiquity of Africa and
Oceania, all the cultures and histories
which forged nations are attacked by
the North American model. It is in this
way that neoliberalism imposes total
war: the destruction of nations and
groups of nations in order to homogenize them with the North American
capitalist model.
A war then is made, a world war, the
Fourth. The worst and cruelest. The
one which neoliberalism unleashes in
all places and by all means against
humanity.
But, as in all wars, there are battles,
winners and losers, and torn pieces
of that destroyed reality. To construct
the absurd jigsaw puzzle of the neoliberal world, you need many pieces.
You can find some among the mess this
world war has made of the planetary
surface. Al least 7 of these pieces can
be reshaped and can fan the hope that
this world conflict will not end with
the death of its weakest rival: humanity.
Seven pieces to draw, color, cut, and
position, among the others forming
the global jigsaw puzzle.
'Interview. Martha Garcia. La Jornada. May
28, 1997.

Part Two, NEXT MONTHIII

The Latin American Motorcycle Association (L.A.M.A.)
was established over 20 years ago. It started out like many
motorcycle clubs do, by a group of friends who rode
together and decided to formally become a club. From an
original membership of 17, they have now grown to over
70 active members. A few years ago they began an affiliation with an informal motorcycle club in Cuba who all rode
antique Harley Davidsons, and as a result of this, there is
now a L.A.M.A. chapter in Cuba.

L.A.M.A.

Welcomes
Cuban Chapter
By Gene Liebler

.

From Havana, Cuba, two members of the Cuban L.A.M .A.
club, Sergio Morales and Rayden Vega came to visit Chicago on June 16th and took part in the Latin Unity Ride
downtown on the 17th of June. Sergio has been working on
motorcycles for over 20 years and specializes on Harley
Davidsons. Since the embargo against Cuba there has been
no access to replacement parts which means that broken
parts must be either repaired or new parts must be completely fabricated. Sergio is a true craftsman, able to repair
and at times completely create replacement parts that func tion to replace original parts made 25 years ago or more.
Sergio drives an old Harley Knucklehead. Mario Nieves,
the president of L.A.M.A. refers to the mechanics of Cuba
as true experts in antique motorcycles, able to repair motorcycles with minimal supplies and rudimentary equipment.
They hope that in the future they will become recognized
by their government as an official organization which
will allow them greater access to resources, the ability to
organize into a larger group and sponsor official events.
L.A.M.A. members in both Cuba and the United States
hope that their respective governments will end the enmities towards one another. Sergio and Rayden would like
to be able to get replacement parts for their motorcycles.
Members from both nations want to be able to travel freely
between each other's country to form a closer relationship
and ride with one another. For Mario, the most important
thing is for Cubans to be able to visit the United States
and for Americans to visit Cuba so we can begin see one
another as people and not as abstracted political systems.
U.S. baseball teams and state governors have been able to
travel, and see not a Cuban political system, but its people.
The first and most important step in a national relationship
will be to know Cuba and it's people first hand, personally,
to talk and share with one another. L.A.M.A. is seeking the
same thing, not only for themselves, but in the hopes that
everyone, both Cuban and American, will be able share
each other's culture and friendship.
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Chicago' s Puerto Rican community has
a long history of resistance and struggle, which is particularly embodied in
the grassroots organi zation , the Juan
Antonio Corretjer Puerto Rican Cul tural Center (PRCC). It has survived
attacks from all imaginable angles- gentrification , FBI raids, and smear campaigns waged against it and its leadership. Nonetheless it has continued
to accomplish its mission of promoting self-determination and self-actualization through educational and community based initiatives . It has never
been silenced.
The PRCC has initiated numerous pro-

created out of a need in the Puerto
Rican community for basic services
and each of these programs contribute
to the community in countless ways.
They provide the community with
institutions that respond to the real ity
of its residents and make impacts o n
their lives.
Similarly, the activities sponsored over
the years by the PRCC have had a
huge impact as well. This June, the
PRCC brought 10 elementary school
students and two adults from the island
of Vieques. The children brought their
own artwork depicting their feelings on
Vieques, the Navy, and their demand
for peace.
On June 16, their exhibition titled,
''The Children of Vieques want Peace",
opened at the Dr. Pedro Albi zu
Campos Museum of History and Cul ture (another project of the PRCC).
The museums walls were decorated
with the children's artwork and photos
of Vieques. The activity gave the
audience a greater understanding of
Vieques and those who suffer the mostits children. These are the activities
traditionally sponsored by the PRCC.
Activities like these make impact on
the community and provide a space
for hope and action.

grams, such as Vida/SIDA, an AIDS
awareness program, and the Consuelo
Lee Daycare center. The PRCC also
houses the Pedro Albizu Campos Alternative H igh School. Its programs were

The following day marked the 23 rd
Puerto Rican Peoples Day Parade. This
parade founded by the PRCC belongs
to the community and its anchor called
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Paseo Boricua. Thousands lined the
streets of Division, California, and
North, as floats from various community groups made their way through a
field of Puerto Rican flags .
At the front of the parade were the
children of Vieques and several of the
communities elected officials calling
for peace in Vieques. The Puerto Rican
community of Chicago is undoubtedly
with Vieques .
T he Puerto Rican Cultural Center in its
28 years of existence has always been
involved in the struggle to remove the
N avy from Vieques. Only within the
last year or so has the majority of
Puerto Ricans accepted the issue and
become involved. Fortunately, even
when issues were controversial and
lacked mass public support, the PRCC
insisted they not be forgotten .
This was the case with the campaign
to free the Puerto Rican political prisoners and prisoners of war. The Puerto

Rican Cultural Center was involved
from the beginning. In fact, the campaign was in many ways centered in
Chicago because of the PRCC. Even
when there was little support for the
release of the prisoners, the PRCC
and its supporters pushed forward .
For twenty years without pause they
pushed the envelope creating a huge
international blanket of support from
religious, political, and civic leaders
calling for the prisoners release. The
campaign culminated with release of
11 of the political prisoners in September 1999. Six patriots remain incarcerated to this day, so surely the campaign to free them will continue.
The PRCC has made a great impact
in this community through its nearly
three decades of work. The Puerto
Rican community and Chicago as a
whole, is more conscious of the situation of the Puerto Rican people. Also
it has helped create ownership in the
community, which causes people to
respect it and defend it. Against all
odds, the organization has effected
change in and outside of the community.
The PRCC has a tremendous legacy of
struggle and sacrifice. Its programs and
activities project a vision of working
towards self-determination and justice.
It continues to struggle for the basic
rights of this community.
The importance of grassroots organizations like the PRCC is gigantic within
communities of color. This organization has in many ways been ahead of its
time and its vision has been unbreakable . We should support and defend
the Puerto Rican Cultural Center for
its years of service and empowerment.
iDespierta Boricual Defiende Lo Tuyol

Editor's Note:The Puerto Rican Cultural Center is
located 011 i 67 i N. Claremont and can be reached
at (773) 342-8023 .
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Inner City Studies Education
201

History and Culture of Ethnics Groups

3.o
9:25-10:40 Tues. & Thurs. SCI S301 Professor Jose Lopez
Reference Number# 17081

203

Revolutionary Movements

3.o
11 :00-11 :50 Mon-Wed-Fri CLS 4006 Professor Jose Lopez
Reference Number# 166641
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